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public,  or  Demosthenes  in  Athens  contending hopelessly
against the domination of one supreme will.

An orator for this occasion was not to have been waited
for, he was to have been sought out and found if possible.

If Webster were living and in the fullness of his powers,
the country might have looked to him for an oration that
would have so linked itself with the anniversary that it would
have been recognized in every succeeding centennial ob-
servance.

Turning from this thought, which at best,'can only serve
as a standard to which our hopes aspire, I venture the remark,
that there is not one of our countrymen who, by the studies
of his life, by the philosophical qualities of his mind, by the
possession in some large measure of that Miltonian power of
imagination which Webster exhibited, is qualified for the su-
preme task which I have thus imperfectly outlined.

For one day the rumor was voiced that Castelar of Spain
had been invited to deliver the oration at the more formal
opening of the exhibition in May next. That rumor has not
been affirmed nor denied, but from the delay, we cannot hope
that its verification is now possible.

Historical knowledge, due to long and laborious studies,
and the spirit of historical inquiry, are not often found in
the same person, combined with argumentative power and
the quality of imagination stimulated by an emotional nature.
From what we know of Ernilio Castelar of Spain, it may be
said that he possesses this rare combination in a degree be-
yond any other living man.

In the year 1856 when he was only twenty-four years of
age, he was appointed, after a competitive contest, to the
chair of philosophy and history in the University of Madrid.
During his professorship, in addition to other work, he de-
livered lectures on the history of civilization.